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September 9th-10th, 2015 

Harrah’s Resort 

Southern California 

in conjunction with  

Indian Country Cannabis Association 

Presents: 

Native American Marijuana 

And  

Hemp 

Conference & Expo 
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Wednesday, September 9, 2015 

7:30—8:30 AM Registration/ Breakfast / Networking Opportunity 

8:30—8:45 AM Traditional Opening Prayer lead by Rincon Band of Luiseno Indian Dancers 

8:50—9:00 AM Opening Remarks from our Lead Corporate Partner—Freedom Seed & Feed 

8:45—8:50 AM Welcoming Remarks 

Robert Davidson  

Board of Directors 

Freedom Seed &  Feed 

Justin O’Connor 

President 

Native Nation Events 

9:00—9:30 AM The Native American Opportunity 

D. Paul Cohen 

President 

Cohen Grassroots Research, Inc. 

Speaker: 

Recent legal changes in the marijuana industry have created an opportunity for Native 

Americans to help their tribes and the marijuana market expand. At this panel, D. Paul 

Cohen will discuss the Native American Opportunity. He will  go over some of the    

reasons behind the recent marijuana stock market crash and what the future holds for 

the stock market. You will get an overview of the  numerous legal issues regarding 

sovereignty and Federal oversight and hear about the recent closing of a California 

grow by Federal Agents. Why did it happen, and how can it be prevented in the future? 

What is the practical future for the marijuana industry? 
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Wednesday, September 9, 2015 

9:30—10:30 AM General Session 

Tribal Advantage: Getting a Seat at the Head of the Table 

Native American interest in the marijuana industry has grown rapidly over the past 

year and is continuing to do so. Although the production and distribution of            

marijuana is not yet legalized on all tribal land, it is important that individual tribal 

leaders, tribal members, and the Native American community as a whole are well-

informed and aware of the possible benefits and consequences associated with this 

process. While some tribes elect not to get involved with the marijuana industry, 

several tribes are taking a wait and see approach and other tribes have been forming 

alliances and are taking the steps in order to move forward. Regardless of each      

individual tribe’s decision to enter into the cannabis industry, the Native American 

community as a whole has a great opportunity to come together and form a strong 

coalition to ensure as a group they will thrive in this new business venture. This  

panel will consist of Tribal Leaders as well as cannabis industry professionals who 

are in the process of forming such coalitions and understand the steps needed to be 

taken as well as highlight the opportunities tribes can have in the future. 

Alan Archuleta 

Cannabis Commissioner 

Former Treasurer 

Mooretown Rancheria  

Of Maidu Indians 

Speakers: 

Lisa Sundberg 

Legislative Committee Member 

Trinidad Rancheria 

President 

NationsBusinessLink  

Kevin Wright 

Vice Chairman 

The Lower Brule  

Sioux Tribe 

Dan Skye 

Editor-in-Chief 

HIGH TIMES Magazine 

Moderator: 

Blue Quisquis 

President 

Emerald Enterprise, Inc. 
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Wednesday, September 9, 2015 

11:00-11:45 AM General Session—Roundtable 

Lessons Learned:  Being One of the First Tribes to Announce Its Entrance into 

the Marijuana Business 

As more tribes have announced entering the Cannabis Industry, the media impact 

has increased as well. The first few tribes to do so have been faced with increased 

amounts of scrutiny not only by the media and Federal, State and Local                  

governments, but by their own members as well. This panel will feature some   

tribal leaders who have begun the process and will highlight how they dealt with 

being in the spot light as well as how they are paying close attention and heeding 

the warnings and regulatory issues. Learn more about what legal hurdles they have 

to battle as well as how to go about creating a solid business plan, deciding which 

industry professionals to work with, and how to decide on the proper funding 

mechanism.   

Lewis Taylor 

Chairman 

St. Croix Tribe of  

Chippewa Indians 

Speakers: 

Demitri Downing 

Principal & Chief 

Executive Officer 

AOW Management 

Moderator: 

Patricia E. Iron Cloud 

Vice Chairwoman 

Fort Peck Assiniboine & 

Sioux Tribes 

Nic Easley 

Founder &  

Chief Executive Officer 

3C-Comprehensive  

Cannabis Consulting 

10:30-11:00 AM Break / Network Opportunities / Exhibits 

Dave Vialpando 

Executive Director of Tribal Cannabis 

Regulatory Agency 

Iipay Nation of Santa Ysabel 
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Wednesday, September 9, 2015 

11:45—12:45 PM 

12:45—1:45 PM Lunch / Networking Opportunities / Exhibits 

General Session 

Understanding the Difference between Marijuana & Hemp:  

Commercial and Industrial Hemp Cultivation 

Hemp is a distinct variety of  cannabis and contains less than 1% of                             

tetrahydrocannabinol (THC), the primary psychoactive ingredient in marijuana. It 

is a tall, slender, fibrous plant similar to flax.  Various parts of the plant can be     

utilized in making textiles, paper, paints, clothing, plastics, cosmetics, foods,         

insulation, animal feed and other products. Hemp produces a much higher yield per 

acre than do common substitutes like cotton, and it requires few pesticides. In         

addition, hemp has an average growing cycle of only 100 days and leaves the soil 

virtually weed-free for the next planting.   This panel will explore the many            

opportunities available to your tribe through the cultivation of hemp. 

Kevin Slattery  

Medical Marijuana &  

Recreational Cannabis  

Consultant 

Freedom Seed & Feed 

Speakers: 

Rico Cruz, PhD 

Tribal Agricultural  

Center Manager 

Nez Perce Tribe 

Joseph Schroeder  

Chief Operating Officer 

Freedom Seed & Feed 

Moderator: 

Robert Davidson  

Board of Directors 

Freedom Seed &  Feed 

Dennis A. Renault  

(Wa-Na-Nee-Che) 

Spiritual Advisor 

Turtle Mountain Tribe 
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Wednesday, September 9, 2015 

1:45—2:45 PM 
General Session 

You Want to Enter into the Marijuana or Hemp Industry, Now What Legal 

Hurdles Stand in Your Way? How Do You Not Give up Tribal Sovereignty? 

The marijuana or hemp business can be the next big thing in economic                    

development for the Native American community, but only after you manage to 

leap over the many legal hurdles involved in entering the industry. Between     

banking restrictions, the fact that marijuana is still a Schedule 1 drug, and different 

state vs. federal laws, how do you successfully enter into the  marijuana business? 

How is it possible to have a marijuana enterprise if you also have a gaming license? 

While tribes do not need state approval to grow or sell marijuana as per the          

Department of Justice’s “Cole Memorandum” announcement, many Tribal Leaders 

believe it is in the best interest of their people to work with their States and develop 

regulations together. States such as WA are working on legislation with tribes      

addressing how legalization, regulation and sales of marijuana on reservations 

would work in conjunction with state law. Many feel, as with gaming, tribes will 

need to negotiate a marijuana compact with the state in order to have a successful         

marijuana business on their reservation. Come learn about each legal restriction 

and what your tribe needs to do to properly run a marijuana enterprise. 

Douglas A. Berman 

Professor 

The Ohio State University 

Moritz College of Law 

Moderator: 

Brendan V. Johnson 

Partner 

Robins Kaplan LLP  

Former United States Attorney  

Loretta A. Tuell 

Shareholder 

Greenberg Traurig, LLP 

Skip Durocher  

Partner 

Dorsey & Whitney LLP  

Speakers: 
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Wednesday, September 9, 2015 

2:45—3:15 PM 
General Session  
Cannabis and Circular Economy 

Cannabis has the potential to be a game changer for social, ecological, and economic 

entrepreneurship.  Yet we must not apply a business-as-usual approach  to this 

emerging industry.  In California alone, Cannabis cultivation is already responsible 

for at least 3% of the states total energy consumption (1% of US total). This is      

tremendously inefficient and wasteful even without considering the water             

implications.  Join us and learn ways we are integrating Cannabis into the Circular 

Economy  around the world.  Learn how cannabis is connected to bacteria, algae, 

plants, animals and even mushrooms!   We will go on a journey from seed to      

product,  from Jamaica to Colorado, and from the macro-to the micro-  as we share 

dozens of innovations related to the cannabis plant in the areas of energy, water, 

food, building materials, health, and job creation.   Examples of innovations include 

a hempcrete block designed to stack together like "legos", bio-composites for auto 

body panels,  and new off-grid, fully-automated cannabis grow rooms.  

Brandon Pitcher 

Founder & Chief Sustainability Officer 

Hemp Circle Industries 

Speaker: 

3:15—4:15 PM General Session  
What are you going to do with all that money? Literally  

Moderator: 

Lance Ott 

Principal 

Guardian Data Systems 

Jacque Riordon 

President 

Riordon Consulting 

The federal government considers marijuana illegal, defined by the Controlled      

Substances Act as a Schedule 1 drug, like heroin. As a result, traditional banks fear 

prosecution for aiding and abetting illegal drug dealers and either don’t accept, or 

shut-down, pot-business accounts and decline to give loans. Entrepreneurs struggle 

to find banks to take their money. This creates a tremendous amount of issues, being 

forced into operating an all-cash business, which is not only time consuming and 

costly but also dangerous. What is being done to create a legitimate banking system 

for the cannabis industry?  

Tom Fleming 

Chairman 

Link to Banking 

David Dinenberg 

Founder & Chief  

Executive Officer 

Kind Financial 

Speakers: 
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Wednesday, September 9, 2015 

4:30—5:00 PM Professional Interconnective Speed Session Including Fun, Food, Drinks & Prizes 

At this round robin style event, exhibitors will have the opportunity to sit and speak 

with all participating Tribal representatives for an allotted amount of time.  Every 

exhibitor will provide one prize, which will be raffled off at the end of the event. Each 

attendee will be given one “bingo card” at the start of the round robin and will need 

to be present at the time of drawing in order to win a prize.  This event will provide 

exposure to a larger number of  people in a short amount of time and offer a more 

intimate environment to communicate and network.    

5:00 PM Day One Concludes 

4:15—4:30 PM Cannabis 2.0 Marijuana Millionaires  

Known as the Martha Stewart of Marijuana, Cheryl Shuman is the Founder of the   

Beverly Hills Cannabis Club and the top media, marketing and branding expert in the 

Cannabis Industry. She will share her inside secrets on how to build your company 

and revenue by using mainstream and social media.  

Speaker: 

Cheryl Shuman 

Chief Executive Officer & Founder  

Cheryl Shuman, Inc 
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Thursday, September 10, 2015 

8:00—9:00 AM Breakfast / Networking Opportunity 

9:00—10:00 AM General Session 

Medical Marijuana— Science, Facts, Politics, & the Use in Treatments for    

Cancer, Chronic Pain, PTSD, Etc. 

During this panel you will hear about the politics surrounding marijuana access and 

the truth about its medicinal properties.  Is this really a dangerous drug?  What is 

the science behind it? What are the facts about marijuana and its medical uses?    

Listen to a discussion about why marijuana should not be a Schedule 1 drug, which 

is the most tightly restricted category reserved for drugs that have “no currently 

accepted medical use”. You will also hear about how marijuana has been shown to 

have a positive effect on different medical conditions such as Post Traumatic Stress 

Disorder, Cancer, Multiple Sclerosis, and Chronic Pain. Hear firsthand how             

marijuana has helped improve people’s health. 

Speaker: 

Suzanne A. Sisley, M.D. 

Director of Medicinal Plant Science 

Heliospectra 

Kevin Slattery  

Medical Marijuana &  

Recreational Cannabis  

Consultant 

Freedom Seed & Feed 

Moderator: 
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Thursday, September 10, 2015 

10:00—11:00 AM General Session—Roundtable 

Understanding the Culture & Working within Indian Country 

During this roundtable discussion, you will gain insight on what tribal leaders look 

for when entering into a business relationship. What are the best ways to have   

cultural understanding, build trust and gain respect to do business? Hear from  

tribal leaders and business professionals that have worked with tribes over the 

years give their thoughts and tips on how to orchestrate a successful collaborative 

relationship. The ideas and concepts you obtain will be crucial to being successful 

in Indian Country. 

Speakers: 

Dan Lewis 

Senior Vice President 

Sovereign Finance, LLC 

Moderator: 

Linda Roe 

Vice President  

Client Development 

TBE Architects  

(Thalden Boyd Emery) 

11:00-11:15 AM Break / Networking Opportunities / Exhibits 

Roxanne Gourneau 

Tribal Executive Board 

Fort Peck Assiniboine & 

Sioux Tribes 

Patricia E. Iron Cloud 

Vice Chairwoman 

Fort Peck Assiniboine & 

Sioux Tribes 

Armando Williams 

Member 

Manchester/Pt. Arena 

Band of Pomo Indians 
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Thursday, September 10, 2015 

11:15-12:15 PM General Session 

The ABCs of Growing & Extracting Marijuana & Hemp for the Purposes of    

Economic Development 

So you’ve decided to learn about a marijuana or hemp business, now you need to 

know all the basics about these enterprises. This discussion will get you familiar with 

the terminology, tools, and technology that are need as well as additional products 

that are available. Edibles, elixirs, and oils are just a few of the cannabis-infused  

products that are popular in the industry. You will get a better understanding about 

the extraction process and which methods should be used to produce a high quality 

commercial product. You will also hear  about the packaging, labeling, and safety 

standards set up for a marijuana or hemp business. Learn how each step in the   

growing process can help create jobs and how revenue can stream in when all of 

these processes come together. 

Bill Brouillet  

Chief Operating Officer  

CannaRelief 

Speakers: 

AC Braddock 

Chief Executive Officer 

Eden Labs, LLC 

12:15—1:15 PM Lunch / Networking Opportunities / Exhibits 

Cullen Raichart  

Founder & Chief  

Executive Officer 

GreenBroz, Inc. 

Cheryl Shuman 

Chief Executive Officer 

& Founder  

Cheryl Shuman, Inc 

Moderator: 
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Thursday, September 10, 2015 

Live Demonstrations 

The next three panels will be made up of vendors looking to educate you on various topics such as 

advanced cultivation techniques and the pros and cons of various types of facilities, etc. 

1:15—2:00 PM Lush Lighting—Live Demonstration 

Learn about most types of grow lighting and how those lighting options fuel      

photosynthesis. Lumens, PAR, PPFD, Kelvin temperature and CRI, what they mean 

and how they affect plant growth. Science, technology and efficiency and how  

lighting choices differ. Lush Lighting is setting two new standards: increasing the 

efficiency of the light energy we create and increasing the efficiency of a plant’s 

ability to absorb that light energy.   

Matt Johnson 

President & Founder 

Lush Lighting 

Speaker: 

2:00—2:45 PM Forever Green Indoors—Live Demonstration 

Forever Green Indoors is a horticultural technology provider of products            

designed to reduce the cost of operation and increase efficiencies in lighting and 

watering a grow. Forever Green Indoors is proud to present products for lighting 

efficiency in grow including LED grow lights from Lighting Science Group,          

Heliospectra, and Bios Lighting. All of these products have proven case studies 

and independent testing proving increased yield due to improved spectrum and 

light output as well as savings in energy costs for lighting and heat removal.     

Forever Green will also be demonstrating products from Grower Mats for           

efficiency in watering technology using capillary watering mats for horticulture. 

Randy Mortensen 

Vice President of Agriculture & Grow Technology 

Lighting Science Group 

Speakers: 

Kathleen Sullivan  

President 

Forever Green Indoors 
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Thursday, September 10, 2015 

We Sincerely Appreciate Your Attendance  

and  

Look Forward To Reading Your Evaluation Forms! 

Safe Travels Home and  

We Will See You at Future Native Nation Events Conferences! 

3:30-3:45 PM  GRAND PRIZE DRAWINGS 

   Winner will receive One Free Registration and One Free Night at a hotel to be 

   used at  any Native Nation Events conference within the next year! 

***winner must be present to win*** 

FRIDAY  September 18th         5:00 PM EST 

 WE WILL CHOOSE ONE EVALUATION FORM FROM THOSE SUBMITTED OR EMAILED TO US. 

             THE WINNER WILL RECEIVE A $200 AMERICAN EXPRESS GIFT CARD! 

 

                       THANK YOU AGAIN FOR YOUR FEEDBACK!   

3:45 PM Conference Adjourns 

2:45—3:30 PM Greener Futures—Live Demonstration 

Learn about strategies that tribes can use to enter into the Cannabis Market. Turn 

key solutions for entry into the complex cannabis market will be discussed        

including growing techniques, marketing and branding, retailing options, and 

management systems for compliance and control. Much of the presentation will 

be directed towards answering questions from the attendees.  

David Busch, MBA, PHD  

Managing Partner  

Greener Futures  

Speaker: 


